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A TREATISE ON AHAVAS YISRAEL
BY THE REBBE RASHAB
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PUBLISHER'S FOREWORD

At the beginning of the maamar entitled Heichaltzu, the Rebbe Rashab ques-
tioned the nature of the war against Midian and why waging it was described
as taking “the revenge of G-d,” referring to Him with the name Havayah. He
explained that Midian represents a core spiritual flaw, the quality of yeshus that
leads to strife, friction, and baseless hatred. He developed that theme in the
subsequent chapters, speaking in very practical terms, describing the type of
discord and conflict that could arise when individuals manifest these qualities.

In this and the following chapter, he sums up these concepts, clarifying the
negative qualities that are identified with Midian and the effects they lead to.
From chapter 18 on, he describes the oneness and unity associated with G-d’s
name Havayah and how that name is both the opposite of the yeshus of Midian,
and how its influence can correct the flaws associated with that negative quality.

In this chapter, the Rebbe Rashab explains that in contrast to specific character
faults, the yeshus and baseless hatred associated with Midian is of a general
nature. From it, come many other particular negative traits. For this reason,
it is important to undergo introspection, searching for traces of these flaws in
one’s character.

Sichos In English

16 Av, 5780

* We will n"1va be publishing weekly installments of the maamar. If you would like
to receive these texts, contact us via email sichosinenglish@gmail.com or WhatsApp
917-868-6509.

These weekly publications can be sponsored to honor a loved one, a Yortzeit or a
simcha by contacting us at sichosinenglish@gmail.com.
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The previous chapter discussed a particular character flaw, envy. In this chapter,
the Rebbe Rashab returns to the general discussion of baseless hatred and the
yeshus from which it stems.

0°1273 22 MM
2y oMann

NP1 NI DY W
n2n *BY7 XY IR 22
,n'gﬁ:;g:j ‘m;‘nrg-‘l

nPRY Y1 7y
12 72 P13

onIX Wo3m IPRY
EERERE

JWDI2 D2Y3 DIW? VN

5901 IPRY WINY 1237
2°y% 012137 07270

12 03 71770 DRRA
Y7 01217 203
10 1AV WK
TR Y173

I APRD N9
w72

All the matters discussed earlier - i.e., baseless
hatred and yeshus -

exist whether in a coarse or subtle form in each
individual according to his own level of Divine
service.

At times, these character faults can be so subtle

that one is not fully conscious of them.

Nevertheless, they exist, hidden in his soul.

A person may think that the above-mentioned
character faults are not at all relevant to him.

However, in reality, this insensitivity to his shortcom-
ings is also among the character faults resulting from
yeshus.

Indeed, this baseless hatred and yeshus are very seri-
ous flaws,

indeed, more injurious than any particular nega-
tive character trait.
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1. See chs. 3 and 4, above.
2. See ch. 4, above.

A negative character trait is only one specific taint
stemming) from the sitra achra.’

And a specific blemish, however serious, is not the
same as a general and encompassing undesirable
quality;

it is not as powerful.
Furthermore, since it is only a specific blemish,
existing in only one undesirable character trait,

it will not necessarily affect or lead to another neg-
ative character trait

since that other trait is of a different type.

Baseless hatred, on the other hand, is a general
and inclusive fault,

encompassing the sitra achra as a whole,

which is characterized by division and separation.

This - yeshus and baseless hatred - is the source of
all one’s negative character traits as mentioned
previously.?

It is the antithesis and opponent of G-d’s name
Havayah as a whole,
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The Rebbe Rashab appears to be alluding to the search for chametz. Torah law
requires that search to be conducted by candlelight. As explained,® “candlelight”

3. See ch. 2, above.

4. See ch. 18ff. below.

5. "As befitting for him” is used as a translation of the Talmudic phrase (Ketubos 673, et al.), 5 *ya75. The meaning of that
phrase is evident from the story related in that source - that Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai chanced upon the daughter of Na-
kdimon ben Gurion who was living in a state of abject poverty. Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai was amazed because her father
was renowned for his prodigious wealth. The Talmud explains that his daughter was reduced to this state because her father
did not donate to charity. The Talmud then questions that statement because it is known that Nakdimon gave charity profuse-
ly. In resolution, it explains that although he gave, he did not give Tayn% Y 'paTs, as befitting to his vast wealth. Similarly, each
person is required to employ the potentials he has been granted in proportion to the extent he has been endowed with them.
6. Cf. Pesachim 7b; see also Siddur Kol Yaakov, Kavanos Biur Chametz.

7. Mishlei 20:27.

8. See the teaching of the Alter Rebbe quoted by the Rebbe Rayatz, Sichos Chag HaPesach, 5698.
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refers to the light of the soul. Chametz is identified with yeshus. It is the light of
our souls that enables us to find hidden traces of yeshus within our characters.
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checking in every nook and cranny,

to find all particular dimensions of this above-
mentioned evil

- for this is what prevents him from truly serving
G-d

and refining and elevating his character traits, as
mentioned above -

and utterly eliminate these qualities from his soul.

After doing so, he can proceed confidently on his
way in the service of prayer with bittul,

continuing to refine his character traits

and fulfill Torah and mitzvos in a desirable
manner.

Summary:

Baseless hatred is the underlying source for all a
person’s negative character traits.

Therefore, it must be searched for carefully and
utterly destroyed.
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® POINTS TO PONDER ®

4 The Subtle

I have looked inside myself and have found no hatred to the other, am
I good to go?

4+ Search for Chometz
How do I discover my real issues?

+ What insight can you glean from Heichaltzu chapter 16?2
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