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A TREATISE ON AHAVAS YISRAEL
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PUBLISHER'S FOREWORD

This chapter represents the conclusion of the first part of the extant portion of
Kuntreis Heichaltzu. In the initial two chapters of the kuntreis, the Rebbe Rashab
raised several questions regarding G-d’s command to wage war against Midian. He
proceeded to explain that Midian is identified with yeshus, a self-centered approach
that leads to baseless hatred and friction between people. He elaborated on the
negative dimensions of these qualities in the subsequent chapters.

In the present chapter, he summarizes these concepts, explaining the encompassing
nature of these negative qualities and the difficulties in correcting them this causes.
When a flaw is specific, it can be identified and changed. When it is amorphous
and all-pervasive, correcting it becomes a severe challenge. This is the inner reason
why the present exile has been extended for so long. The Second Beis HaMikdash
was destroyed because of the sin of baseless hatred' and it is the correction of that
sin that will lead to it being rebuilt and our redemption.

It is our hope that the study — and more important, the application - of the concepts
explained in this maamar play a constructive role in that endeavor.

Sichos In English

23 Av, 5780

* We will n"1ya be publishing weekly installments of the maamar. If you would like
to receive these texts, contact us via email sichosinenglish@gmail.com or WhatsApp
917-868-6509.

These weekly publications can be sponsored to honor a loved one, a Yortzeit or a
simcha by contacting us at sichosinenglish@gmail.com.

1. Yoma 9b.
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In this chapter, the Rebbe Rashab summarizes the concepts explained until this point
of the maamar, offering resolutions to several of the questions he posed at the outset.
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On the basis of the above,! it is possible to understand
the nature of the kelipah of Midian which shares
the root letters of the word madon, meaning strife
or quarreling.

Midian represents divisiveness and fragmentation,

thus relating to the concept of baseless hatred dis-
cussed above.

It epitomizes the antithesis and opponent of G-d’s
name Havayah as a whole.

That name of G-d is specifically identified with unity
and synthesis,

as will be explained in future chapters.

The kelipah of Midian opposes this unity entirely,

and is therefore more harmful than the kelipah of
the seven Canaanite nations,

which represent the seven negative character
traits,

like selfish desire, anger, a tendency to violence even
to the point of murder, haughtiness, etc.

1. “The above" refers to all the preceding chapters.
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Man’s conduct and character on the physical plane has a corresponding and re-
ciprocal effect in the spiritual realms above.

0335 ORI IR Y2W  Each one of these traits causes a blemish

In a physical sense, a blemish mars the appearance of a limb or organ and impairs
its function. Similarly, in a spiritual sense, man’s undesirable character traits and ac-
tions cause a blemish, i.e., weaken the Divine attributes above and adversely affect
the manner in which they channel the flow of Divine vitality to the lower realms.

02 NIX2A P71 in only one particular letter of G-ds name
/12777 0Wn  Havayah.

Although as a whole, G-d’s name Havayah is associated with oneness, it also is the
source for the particular dimensions of existence within our world. Accordingly,
each of its letters is associated with different Divine attributes. An undesirable
quality expressed by man can affect the influence derived from a given attribute
associated with one of the letters of that name.

7790 79082 03 191 Just as the above-mentioned character faults

7yn X2 170W2 cause only a particular blemish, so too, trans-

19%7 X3pm gressing any one of the Torah’s 365 prohibitions,
Heaven forbid,

7377932 P1025Y  causes a blemish only in one particular level.2
Y7L 'R

In contrast, the division and strife associated with the kelipah of Midian affects
the name Havayah as a whole.

oipn 2om7) (Nevertheless, one should not lightly dismiss the pos-
sibility of general damage through a specific sin,

2. See Tanya, Iggeres HaTeshuvah, ch. 7, which refers to the blemishes specific sins cause in the letters of G-d's name
Havayah.
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3. Vayikra 24:16.

as indicated by the phrase,’ venokeiv sheim Hava-
yah, that literally means, “One who blasphemes

»y

G-d’s name.

The verb nokeiv shares the same letters as the word
nekev that means “hole.” The implication is that

when one causes a particular blemish by transgress-
ing one of the 365 prohibitions,

his act produces a general effect, bringing about a
“hole;” i.e., a blemish in G-d’s name Havayah.

For example, to use an analogy, if one damages
one of the 365 giddin,’

to the point of drawing blood,

one weakens the entire body, as a whole.

However, although an individual evil act has a gen-
eral effect on G-d’s name Havayah and weakens its
influence, it causes an actual blemish

in only a particular aspect of that name.)
In contrast, the kelipah of Midian,

which is characterized by separation and
division,

causes a blemish in the name Havayah as a whole.

4. Also note Imrei Binah, Shaar Kerias Shema, ch. 101.

5. In his Commentary to the Mishnah (Zevachim 3:4), Rambam explains that this is a general term referring to blood

vessels, nerves, and sinews.
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It is therefore very difficult to correct the kelipah
of Midian;

indeed, this is harder than correcting the kelipos of
the seven negative character traits,

even those that involve actual transgressions of the
Torah’s commandments.

A proof for this

is that the exile that followed the destruction of the
First Beis HaMikdash came about because of the
violation of the severe prohibitions:®

idolatry, adultery, and murder,

Nevertheless, it lasted only seventy years.

During those seventy years,

the Jewish people were able to correct the blemishes
caused by the sins and transgressions mentioned
above.

Since the transgressions were specific in nature, the blemishes they caused also
were restricted in scope and could be corrected through teshuvah of a specific

nature.
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6. Yoma 9b.

This present and final exile, on the other hand, was
caused by the sin of baseless hatred.”

7. Also note ch. 6 of the maamar beginning, “It is stated in Zohar, Vol. I11...” (The Rebbe Rayatz asked that
this maamar be printed together with Heichaltzu.) See also Toras Chayim, Parshas Noach, the maamar entitled
Vayehi Kol HaAretz, ch. 3; Tanya, Iggeres HaKodesh, the end of ch. 31.
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As is well known,® the Second Beis HaMikdash was
destroyed because of the sin of baseless hatred.

Because that sin is of a general and encompassing nature, the teshuvah for it must
also be more encompassing.
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Consequently, this bitter exile has lasted over 1800
years,

because the blemish which caused it was all-perva-
sive and therefore more difficult to correct,?

as will be explained.

Hence, in the command to wage war against Midian,
the verse uses the expression, “to exact the retri-
bution of G-d (Havayah) from Midian,”

since Midian is the antithesis and opponent to
the name Havayah as a whole.

Therefore, the war against Midian constitutes
“the retribution of G-d (Havayah)”

For this very reason, this war had to be conducted
specifically by Moshe,

since Moshe was the ultimate personification of
absolute bittul and unity,

8. See the maamar entitled Heichaltzu, 5740, where the Rebbe adds further explanation to the reason the present exile

has been prolonged due to the sin of baseless hatred. Baseless hatred is very hard to detect. A person may never realize
that he possesses this fault, and consequently, it is very difficult to correct.

9. This resolves one of the questions asked in ch. 2.

10. This resolves one of the questions asked in ch. 1.
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manifesting essential bittul,
as will be explained below."

Accordingly, it was Moshe specifically who
empowered the souls of the Jewish people

to fight against Midian and obliterate them

and, therefore, he had to appoint the soldiers to
wage war.

This is also the reason why the term Heichaltzu
was used. The verse continues mei’itchem which
means “from among you,” indicating that only a lim-
ited number of Jews would actually participate in the
war against Midian. Nevertheless,

the word heichaltzu is used because it connotes
the involvement of the entire Jewish people.

Moshe’s involvement enabled the Jews to be charac-
terized by unity and all-encompassing synthesis,

the very opposite of divisiveness and
fragmentation.

Hence, they could fight against Midian

and “exact the retribution of G-d from Midian.”

11. The explanation is not extant because the conclusion of this maamar was never published. Note the end
of the maamar entitled Heichaltzu in Likkutei Torah, and the end of the explanation appended to it.
Those sources - see also the Rebbe's maamar entitled Heichaltzu, 5747 - explain that Moshe is identified with the Sefirah

of Chochmah which in turn is identified with bittul and serves as the source of the Torah. As such, it is he who provides the

spiritual impetus to combat and ultimately eradicate the influence of Midian.

12. See ch. 2, where the use of this form of the verb was questioned.
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MXP  Summary:

PRy 1 Y193 171 Nd%R  The kelipah of Midian is more harmful than that
of the seven nations;

737 oW MIPP0% 73197 it is opposed to the name Havayah as a whole.

JIRDIT IR NI93 M1 For this reason the present exile has been
prolonged.

DPWURa 7Y The questions asked at the beginning of the maamar
are resolved.
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® POINTS TO PONDER ®

4+ Cardinal Sin
Murder is bad; that’s a given. Yet, can something be worse than
murder?

+ Exiled For So Long
1950 years of Golus is an awful amount of time. Why was the first
Churban only for 70 years, and our golus is for so long?

+ What insight can you glean from Heichaltzu chapter 17?
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